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FROM PHYS ED TO PHYSICS: 
  IF THEIR BODIES MOVE, YOUNG HEARTS AND MINDS WILL FOLLOW 

 
THE YARD ANNOUNCES MAJOR PLANNING GRANT FROM  

THE DORIS DUKE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION (NYC) 
FOR ISLAND-WIDE SCHOOL DANCE PROGRAM, “MAKING IT” 

 
April 23, 2014 - The Yard has partnered with New York & Boston-based artist group 
The Bang Group (under the direction of David Parker, a 2013 Guggenheim fellow, and 
Jeffrey Kazin) master dance educator Deborah Damast (Professor, NYU Steinhardt 
School of Education), and The Yard’s educator-in-residence Jesse Keller in an 
innovative partnership with the MVY public schools designed to provide creative dance-
making and movement invention as well as their curricular interdisciplinary application 
to all age groups in the Vineyard school system, thereby building a deeper public demand 
for and participation in the artistic citizenship of Martha’s Vineyard. David R. White, 
The Yard’s Artistic and Executive Director created the program as a signature long-term 
commitment to the island’s year-round intergenerational population. The Yard’s own 
performance group, DanceTheYard, co-directed by Yard Managing Director Alison 
Manning and Ms. Keller will also be integral to the ongoing curatorial and educational 
process. The intention of The Yard is to provide participating outside artists-educators at 
no cost to the school system in return for the MAKING IT being formally added to the 
school curriculum upon completion of the collaborative planning period. 
 
In White’s words:  “MAKING IT is a model hands-on program for a school system in a 
classic rural environment. It is meant to provide new tools for creativity, new and healthy 
stimulus for brain-body connection at any age, new means of expression and invention 
for students who can benefit from such additional outlets. It will bring some of the top 
artists in the country into the gym and the classroom - whether in phys-ed or physics - 
who would otherwise not be able to come to the Vineyard. Just as importantly, we see the 
school system as a primary social engine of island life, for adults and kids alike, and we 
hope The Yard can further animate that community crossing point with all the artistry and 
movement play at our disposal. The Yard is deeply grateful to the Duke Foundation for 
recognizing the worthiness of both The Yard and the island community as perfectly 
suited partners on one another’s dance card.”  
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The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation’s Building Demand for the Arts program 
fosters partnerships with the goal of building demand for the arts, and in addition 
promotes deeper, longer relationships with artists and community, as well as new kinds 
of conversation and cooperation between organizations and artists. At the same time, the 
grants provide substantial resources to artists and afford organizations the opportunity to 
embark on new kinds of behavior. It is in this context that The Yard has conceived 
MAKING IT, with its further design and build-out over time to be a collaboration 
between The Yard team and all the school’s educational stakeholders.  
 
The launch:  Following a series of meetings with school superintendent James Weiss, 
and a recent presentation to the “cabinet” of island principals (only West Tisbury’s 
Donna Bettencourt was missing, away on business), The Yard and The Bang Group 
embarked this last week (April 7-11) on its first MAKING IT week-long pilot program as 
part of the DDCF –supported planning project, visiting five of the seven total Martha’s 
Vineyard public and charter schools, and working with tens of teachers and over 300 
students ages 7-17.  Combining a warm-up, dance-making practice, and performance by 
students and master artists both, the 45 – 86 minute sessions were clearly an unbridled 
success with administrators, teachers, students, and parents. The Yard, The Bang Group, 
and other partnering artists will work working with the MVYPS community towards a 
full-time dance-making curriculum to be installed in all schools (involving as well special 
needs students, and also home-schoolers) on Martha’s Vineyard in the coming years.   
 

“The third grade workshop facilitated by The Yard was fantastic.  The 
professional dancers truly engaged my class and effectively shared the joy of 
movement, rhythm, collaboration, and creativity.  The feedback from children and 
Tisbury staff members was sincerely positive and enthusiastic.  Thank you for 
bringing this wonderful experience to the Tisbury School.  Please share our 
appreciation with everyone involved.” 
 - 3rd Grade Teacher, Tisbury Elementary School, Vineyard Haven MA 

 
The Yard would like to thank the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation for their forward-
thinking support of this collaborative and ground-breaking project, The Permanent 
Endowment of Martha’s Vineyard for their generous matching grant and support of our 
ongoing work in the community through the performing arts, and the National 
Performance Network’s Mentorship and Leadership Initiative program for their matching 
grant which helps support the practical mentorship activities and practices of Yard staff 
leader Jesse Keller, Director of Island Programs and Education, and the on-the-ground 
educator and organizing force within this new initiative.    
 

 
The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation is to improve the quality of people’s lives 

through grants supporting the performing arts, environmental conservation, medical research and the 
prevention of child abuse, and through preservation of the cultural and environmental legacy of  

Doris Duke’s properties. The Arts program focuses its support on contemporary dance, jazz and theatre 
artists, and the organizations that nurture, present and produce them.   

Visit www.ddcf.org to learn more. 
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Elementary students participate in a ‘talk back’ with The Bang Group 

 

                     
David Parker and Jeffrey Kazin of The Bang Group performing Slapstuck for 7th & 8th graders. 
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Middle school students choreograph movement, sharing props made of Velcro. 


