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FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE (FUNDING DECISIONS) 
March 17, 2016      
 

 
THE YARD ANNOUNCES NATIONAL GRANTS IN SUPPORT OF 

ARTISTS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
TO THE PEOPLE OF MARTHA’S VINEYARD: 

 
AMERICAN EXPRESS FOUNDATION  

BARR FOUNDATION 
DORIS DUKE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

TOWER FAMILY FUND, INC. 
 

THE YARD is proud to announce a set of funding decisions made by 5 national 
foundations and corporations that all came to fruition in the second half of 2015. 
Totaling $870,000, they are the result of several years of relationship-building to 
further The Yard’s cultural mission in support of contemporary dance and 
performing artists and The Yard’s broad community service through education 
and citizenship to the people of Martha’s Vineyard.  For the Board and Staff of 
The Yard, these awards represent a national validation by major institutional 
donors of the recovery, scope of programs, and future plans of The Yard, viewed 
in the 2011-2015 period. (Funding details are listed below.) 
 
The awards cover the ground of Yard needs and responsibilities:  From our model 
MAKING IT educational initiative to the 2015 launch of THE WINTER YARD 
performance series to the planning and schematic design process for the 
forthcoming Year ‘Round Yard campaign, which will expand the organization’s 
traditional warm weather on-site operations into a fully year-round artistic and 
educational “up-island” campus.   
 
It must be noted that these new grants, explicitly or implicitly, require matching 
dollars, which come for the most part from individual donors, along with island 
agencies, who form the backbone of the organization’s resurgence.  They will 
provide a crucial baseline on which The Yard further, and literally, builds.  These 
grants are ultimately a testimony to those people who have believed in The Yard 
and fought shoulder to shoulder to see it succeed and thrive, assuring the abiding 
legacy of founder Patricia N. Nanon. 
 
Remarked Deborah Sale, Chair of the Board of Trustees of The Yard: 
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“The confidence placed in The Yard by these five major institutions is most gratifying 
and a testimony to the role The Yard has established in nourishing the cultural appetites 
of our Martha’s Vineyard community.” “The Board is thankful for their exceptional 
support of our work and for the creativity of our staff in producing the programs and 
productions which make up that work.” 
 
David R White, The Yard’s Artistic Director and Executive Producer, said of the 
awards: 
“These recognitions from a prestigious group of institutions are as much a national 
affirmation of the inclusive cultural vitality of the Vineyard and the creative aspirations 
of its people as they are about the deepening mission of The Yard.  We and our artists 
are deeply gratified by these awards, which will in turn power the residency, 
performance and education programs that serve all citizens and generations of the 
Vineyard community.  And we thank the Town of Chilmark which has provided shelter 
and partnership to The Yard over the past five decades.” 
 
Alison Manning, The Yard’s Executive Director and Co-Producer, added:  
“It is with deepest gratitude that The Yard thanks each and every one of the institutional 
and individual grantees and donors to the organization over these past, crucial years of 
recovery and significant institutional growth.  Our success in receiving each of these 
multi-year, operationally sustaining gifts is as much due to the individuals and 
organizations who have held strong in their belief of The Yard’s importance as an arts 
and community service organization, as it is to the tireless work by Board and Staff 
alike.” 
 
In alphabetical order, the funders and what they are supporting: 
 
American Express Foundation ($30,000):  Under the Foundation’s Historic 
Preservation rubric (“Preserving and Sustaining Unique Historic Places for the 
Future”), the grant provides support for The Yard’s master planning and 
schematic design process, now underway, matching a similar award from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council’s Cultural Facilities Fund. 
 
Barr Foundation ($500,000, over 2 years):  The Barr Foundation of Boston has 
made a major investment in The Yard’s artist residency and performance 
programs (including THE WINTER YARD, which launched in December 2015 with 
The Bang Group’s Nut/Cracked at the Performing Arts Center at the MV Regional 
High School), education initiatives (including the hiring of new artist-educators for 
MAKING IT), administrative and curatorial capacity, and the ongoing planning 
and design effort to upgrade and rebuild The Yard’s Chilmark facilities for year-
round community use. 
 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation ($60,000, 18 months):  In late 2013, after a 
competitive national process, DDCF awarded The Yard a $20,000 Exploration 
grant under the rubric, Building Demand for the Arts, for the development, in 
partnership with artists, of what would become, over the next year, the MAKING  
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IT applied movement and dance-making initiative.  That initiative is now 
embedded in virtually all Island schools, the YMCA, the Farm Institute, senior 
centers, and more.  In 2014, the Foundation conducted another competition 
round and - based on the clear achievements to date of MAKING IT - the panel 
made a grant of $60,000 for a further Implementation phase.  The monies 
support teachers, professional development, and other activities.   
 
The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (DDCF) is to improve the quality of 
people's lives through grants supporting the performing arts, environmental 
conservation, medical research and child well-being, and through preservation of the 
cultural and environmental legacy of Doris Duke's properties. The Arts Program of 
DDCF focuses its support on contemporary dance, jazz and theater artists, and the 
organizations that nurture, present and produce them. For more information, please 
visit www.ddcf.org. 
 
The Dance Program of the National Endowment of the Arts ($30,000):  
NEA/Dance awarded The Yard its full request for $30,000 in support of the 2016 
YARD ARTS artist residency and performance season running mid-May to mid-
September.  This grant is notable since the evaluation revolves first and foremost 
around the caliber of artists being presented and the quality of artist support and 
diverse audience engagement.  Granting an organization’s full request is 
consensus panel testimony to the esteem in which an organization is held by 
peers in its field. 
 
Tower Family Fund, Inc. ($250,000, over 5 years):  With a major focus on youth 
and a presence elsewhere on the Vineyard in youth programs, Tower provided 
$25,000 in 2014 to the nascent MAKING IT initiative.  One year later, observing 
the growth and initial outcomes of the project, the Foundation doubled the one-
year award to $50,000 and then extended it for 5 years for a total commitment of 
$250,000. 
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SEED. GROW. REAP. REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE ARTIST. 
 
Mission: The Yard promotes creation, education, and community building through artistic practices, 
specifically contemporary dance and related collaborative forms, across the rural/island environment of 
Martha’s Vineyard. 
  
The Yard supports artists and their instrumentality through paid creative research and on-island 
residency, public performance, and long-term educational application and community engagement across 
all ages and cultural populations. 
 
The Yard acts, on behalf of these core commitments, as an active collaborator with other leadership 
institutions in an island/regional/national context to raise up a "culture of cultures" ecology that reflects - 
and benefits - the demographic life and times of the island of Martha’s Vineyard, and the nation.    
 
### 
 
David R. White 
Artistic Director & Executive Producer 
 
Alison Manning 
Executive Director & Co-Producer 
 
 

What Makes The Yard Possible: 
American Express  
Anonymous  
Barr Foundation 
Cronig’s Market 
Dr. Marianne Goldberg’s Pathways Projects Institute 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Doug Cramer 
Farm Neck Foundation 
Feldman Family Fund 
Ford Foundation 
Hugh Bush 
Sica/McMahon Foundation 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund 
Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council  
Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank 
Ms. Foundation for Women 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Newman Assistance Fund 
Permanent Endowment for Martha’s Vineyard 
Tower Family Fund, Inc. 
The Woolner/Nanon Family  
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