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FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE 
JUNE 5, 2019 
 
 
JOANNA KOTZE, JONATHAN ALLEN, RYAN SEATON, 

OMAGBITSE OMAGBEMI, AND KATHY KAUFMANN 
EXPLODE (BOOM!) THE KNOWN UNIVERSE IN 

“what will we be like when we get there”. 
(A 2019 YARD ARTS PRESENTATION) 

 
“[Kotze has] a mind capable of transforming a familiar space into something eerie 
and unrecognizable.” —New York Times 
 
Watching entropy go ballistic in performance, where the center doesn’t hold, where            
basic physics seems to have taken a holiday, where artists fly about a space that barely                
contains them: This is what Joanna Kotze and her visual, musical, and dancer             
collaborators have concocted in “what will we be like when we get there”. This is serious                
stuff, a process of research, lab testing, and free-form improvisation, like astronauts            
dodging one another on the International Space Station. Kotze is a gifted dance             
conceptualizer and explosive mover, Jonathan Allen a powerful visual artist and stage            
designer (his related artworks will be exhibited at The Yard in and around the              
performances), Ryan Seaton a highly imaginative site-specific composer, Omagbitse         
Omagbemi a commanding dancer who provides the perfect counterpoint to Kotze’s           
whirlwind, and Kathy Kaufmann an emotive lighting designer who further manipulates           
the stage with a climate of fractured light.  
 
Performances will take place:  
 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 7pm 
Saturday, June 15, 2019 at 7pm 



Location: The Yard’s Patricia N. Nanon Theater at 1 The Yard, Middle Road, Chilmark, 
MA  
Tickets: $25 adults / $15 seniors, students, and military / $5 children under 12 / $45 
Neighbor and Need 
 
New this year! Please consider upgrading to a $45 “Neighbor and Need” ticket to              
support The Yard’s efforts to continue offering free and discounted programming to            
those in our community for whom our ticket prices pose an impediment.  
 
Member and Behind the Counter discounts apply. 
 
ABOUT THE WORK: 
“What will we be like when we get there” is a multi-disciplinary performance             
collaboration, with choreographer/dancer Joanna Kotze, dancer Omagbitse       
Omagbemi, visual artist Jonathan Allen, composer/musician Ryan Seaton, and         
lighting designer Kathy Kaufmann that combines movement, sound, and visual art in            
surprising, near chaotic ways, and resonates with the social and political time we are              
living in now.  
 
“‘What will we be like when we get there’ is an example of complete collaboration 
among its four-person team…” —Solomons Says 
 
Created during the aftermath of the 2016 US presidential election, this work investigates             
physical, emotional, and artistic spectrums, while reflecting on personal journeys and           
current events — bringing attention to our desires, flaws, strengths, and fantasies. 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 
JOANNA KOTZE is a Brooklyn-based dancer, choreographer and teacher originally          
from South Africa. She was awarded the 2013 Bessie Award for Outstanding Emerging             
Choreographer and has received support from the Jerome Foundation, Mertz-Gilmore          
Foundation, Harkness Foundation, NYFA BUILD, New Music USA, and others. Her           
choreography has been presented at the Wexner Center, Velocity, National Arts Centre            
in Ottawa, Baryshnikov Arts Center, ADI, Bard College, Danspace Project, New York            
Live Arts, Jacob’s Pillow, and other venues and galleries. Joanna is currently dancing             
for Kimberly Bartosik and Kota Yamazaki and teaching at Movement Research and            
various universities across the country. 
 
JONATHAN ALLEN (Visual Artist/Performer) is a Brooklyn-based artist whose work          
focuses on painting, collage, video and performance. His latest body of work, ‘Knowing             
that Your House is On Fire’, hung in the New York Live Arts lobby gallery and was                 
made in response to the process and performing of piece, ’What will we be like when                
we get there’. Allen is currently working on a series of subway ad interventions, titled               
‘Interruptions’, that you can explore on Instagram (@jonathanallenstudio).  



 
OMAGBITSE OMAGBEMI (Dancer) received her BFA in dance at Montclair State           
University. In 2012 she was awarded a Bessie Award for Sustained Achievement in             
Performance. She has performed nationally and internationally with the Punch Drunk           
production “Sleep No More” NYC/ Shanghai, Neil Greenberg, Vicky Shick, Maria           
Hassabi, Heather Kravas, Jon Kinzel, Deborah Hay, Ralph Lemon, and others. 
 
RYAN SEATON (Composer/Musician/Performer) is a Bessie Award-nominated, New        
York-based composer and multi-instrumentalist. Seaton has created sound design, horn          
arrangements, vocal works and electronic compositions for many acclaimed recording          
and performing artists, including Joanna Kotze, Zsuzsa Rozsavolgyi, Lance Gries,          
Zenon Dance Company, Ririe Woodbury, Dark Sky, Ictus, Beth Gill, Vision Control and             
Mara Hoffman.  
 
New York City native, KATHY KAUFMANN (Lighting Design), has had the honor of             
designing for many renowned artists and choreographers including Michelle Dorrance,          
Ephrat Asheri, Vicky Shick, Rebecca Da-vis, Moriah Evans, Tatyana Tenenbaum,          
Meredith Monk, David Parker, Eiko and Koma, Lauren Bakst, Sally Silvers, and others.             
A two time New York Dance and Performance Award Bessie recipient, Kaufmann is a              
resident designer at Danspace Project at St. Mark’s Church and teaches at Sarah             
Lawrence College. 
 
" … [Kotze’s] body is a miracle of articulation; every motion etches itself in space.               
Her kinetic essence automatically organizes chaos, making her dancing         
profoundly clear." —Solomons Says 
 
This presentation of “What will we be like when we get there” is funded in part by the                  
Expeditions program of the New England Foundation for the Arts, made possible            
with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, with additional support from             
the six New England state arts agencies. 
 

 
 
SEED. GROW. REAP. REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE YARD. 
  
Mission:  
The Yard supports diverse, contemporary dance-makers and related artists in their           
creative processes through paid, creative residency, public performance, long-term         
education, and artist-driven civic engagement. We serve all ages and cultural           



populations on Martha´s Vineyard, and work collaboratively with artists, producers, and           
other cultural organizers within regional, national, and international contexts. 
  
### 
David R. White  
Artistic Director & Executive Producer  
  
Alison Manning 
Executive Director & Co-Producer 
  
Jesse Keller Jason 
Director of Island Programs and Education & Co-Producer 
 
Chloe Jones and Holly Jones 
Associate Producers  
  
What Makes The Yard Possible: 
Our many individual members and donors, and: 
Arnhold Foundation 
Barr Foundation 
The Boston Foundation 
Cape Air 
Cape Cod Foundation, GALE Fund 
Cronig’s Market 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Ford Theater Foundation 
Island Source 
Jerome A. And Estelle R. Newman Assistance Fund 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Mansion House Hotel 
Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank Charitable Fund 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Council - Cultural Facilities Fund 
Martha’s Vineyard Local Cultural Council 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Permanent Endowment Fund for Martha's Vineyard 
Poss Family Foundation 
Scottish Bakehouse 
SHS Foundation 
Tower Family Fund 
William M & Miriam F Meehan Foundation 
 

 



 

 


