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FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE 
June 10, 2019 

YARD ARTS 2019 PRESENTS 
 
FROM “PARTIDO” TO “PHASE”, AN EXPLOSION OF  

BRAZILIAN TAP DANCE AND MUSIC 
(UMA EXPLOSÃO DE SAPATEADO  

E  MÚSICA BRASILEIRO!) 
FROM ACCLAIMED BRAZILIAN PERCUSSION  

AND TAP ARTIST 
LEONARDO SANDOVAL, 

MULTI-INSTRUMENTALIST 
GREGORY RICHARDSON, 

AND “MUSIC FROM THE SOLE”  - 
THIS IS NOT TO BE MISSED! NÃO PERCA-OS! 

 
“Mr. Sandoval, arriving next as if blown in from the wings, had a more 
spontaneous aura of thinking on his feet as he riffed off the bassist Greg 
Richardson’s Afro-Brazilian sounds, played live.” —The New York Times 
 
“The smoothest tapper from Brazil” —Dance Magazine 
 
Leonardo Sandoval is one of the most accomplished tap dance artists in the United 
States. The fact that he is Brazilian and sources both his dancing and music from 
popular and street forms, with a powerful defining infusion of Afro-Brazilian materials, 
makes his work - including his partnership with the remarkable African American 
composer/multi-instrumentalist Gregory Richardson - all the more singular. All the 
while that both artists are core members of Dorrance Dance, led by Michelle Dorrance, 
which has rewritten the possibilities for the marriage of art and tap as a 21st century 
game-changing, inclusive art form, Sandoval and Richardson have taken a deep dive 
into the widespread socio-cultural practices of Brazil, with its Afro- Brazilian beats, its 
forró, its passinho, its samba, and more with their group. The Yard is excited to present 



these artists for the first time in this hemispheric work, especially given the large 
Brazilian population that now makes the Vineyard their permanent home.  PS - In 
addition to their Yard performances, look for Sandoval and Richardson among the 
crowds at the annual Brazilian Festa Junina at the Ag Society on Sunday, June 23, 
2019. 
 
Performances will take place:  
 
Thursday, June 20, 2019 at 7pm 
Saturday, June 22, 2019 at 7pm 
Location: The Yard’s Patricia N. Nanon Theater at 1 The Yard, Middle Road, Chilmark, 
MA  
Tickets: $25 adults / $15 seniors, students, and military / $5 children under 12  
 
New this year! Please consider upgrading to a $45 “Neighbor and Need” ticket to 
support The Yard’s efforts to continue offering free and discounted programming to 
those in our community for whom our ticket prices pose an impediment.  
 
Member and Behind the Counter discounts apply 
 
Quality Time! Family Friendly Matinee 
Saturday, June 22, 2019 at 11am 
Location: The Yard’s Patricia N. Nanon Theater at 1 The Yard, Middle Road, Chilmark, 
MA  
Tickets: Pay what you can 
 
ABOUT THE WORK: 
Jazz, tap, and contemporary urban dance combine with unique Brazilian flavor in this 
performance by acclaimed performers and musicians Leonardo Sandoval and 
Gregory Richardson. “Partido” explores the convergence of percussive dance with 
contemporary urban styles in African-American and Afro-Brazilian culture. The piece 
highlights the deep connections between music and dance of African origin in Brazil and 
the US and links styles like samba and house dance through shared rhythms and 
footwork. Through vibrant, playful percussive choreography and music, “Partido” 
addresses questions of cultural identity and race, highlighting and celebrating a shared 
heritage. In “Phase”, Sandoval plays with the rhythmic possibilities he finds within the 
boundaries of Steve Reich’s minimalist music. 
 
“[Sandoval's] work goes both to Brian Seibert’s notion of hybridity, and to 
Michelle Dorrance’s reaching toward a synthesis of tap traditions.”  
—The Berkshire Edge 
 
MUSIC FROM THE SOLE is a dance-music collective led by Brazilian tap 
dancer-choreographer Leonardo Sandoval and bassist-composer Gregory 
Richardson. They blur the boundaries of dance and music by embracing tap's unique 



nature as a blend of sound and movement, aiming to fully integrate choreography and 
musical composition. Reflecting this, their work has been presented at both dance and 
music venues, gaining acclaim for their “rousing” and “intricate” (New York Times) 
and “rigorous and exciting” work (Financial Times). 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 
 
Brazilian tap dancer Leonardo Sandoval has become known in the tap world and 
beyond for his musicality and for adding his own Brazilian flavor to tap. A true 
dancer-musician, he is in demand as a choreographer, solo dancer, and jazz musician, 
as well as dancing with acclaimed company Dorrance Dance. Leo has toured the world, 
performing venues including the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
London’s Sadler’s Wells, and the National Folk Festival. His artistry is rooted in 
America’s great jazz and tap dance heritage, Brazil’s rich rhythmic and musical forms, 
and contemporary urban dance. 
 
“A thoroughbred on video, Sandoval is strong yet fine-boned, capable of 
authority and nuance” —Chicago Sun-Times 
 
Born to a family of musicians where everyone was expected to play and sing, Gregory 
Richardson is a composer, multi-instrumentalist, and co-creator of Music From The 
Sole, an Afro-Brazilian tap dance show that is currently in residence at Lincoln Center 
Education. He is the co-musical director of Dorrance Dance, with whom he has 
premiered original compositions at New York City Center on three occasions, most 
recently in collaboration with Bill Irwin. He has played with the band Darwin Deez at 
music festivals around the world including Glastonbury, Splendor In The Grass, 
Summer Sonic, and Donauinselfest. 
 
SEED. GROW. REAP. REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE YARD. 
  
Mission:  
The Yard supports diverse, contemporary dance-makers and related artists in their 
creative processes through paid, creative residency, public performance, long-term 
education, and artist-driven civic engagement. We serve all ages and cultural 
populations on Martha´s Vineyard, and work collaboratively with artists, producers, and 
other cultural organizers within regional, national, and international contexts. 
  
### 
David R. White  
Artistic Director & Executive Producer  
  
Alison Manning 
Executive Director & Co-Producer 



  
Jesse Keller Jason 
Director of Island Programs and Education & Co-Producer 
 
Chloe Jones and Holly Jones 
Associate Producers  
  
What Makes The Yard Possible: 
Our many individual members and donors, and: 
Arnhold Foundation 
Barr Foundation 
The Boston Foundation 
Cape Air 
Cape Cod Foundation, GALE Fund 
Cronig’s Market 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Ford Theater Foundation 
Island Source 
Jerome A. And Estelle R. Newman Assistance Fund 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Mansion House Hotel 
Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank Charitable Fund 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Council - Cultural Facilities Fund 
Martha’s Vineyard Local Cultural Council 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Permanent Endowment Fund for Martha's Vineyard 
Poss Family Foundation 
Scottish Bakehouse 
SHS Foundation 
Tower Family Fund 
William M & Miriam F Meehan Foundation 
 

 
 



 


