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FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE 
MARCH 15, 2016 
 

BUNDLE UP (IT’LL BE CHILLY) FOR RENEGADES ON ICE! 
 

THE YARD PRESENTS LE PATIN LIBRE (“FREE SKATE”)  
AT THE MV ICE ARENA! 

 
CHAMPION QUEBEC SKATE ARTISTS, 

 A SELF-STYLED “SKATERS ANONYMOUS”, 
RULE THE ICE IN “VERTICAL INFLUENCES” 

FOR 2 PERFORMANCES ONLY!!! 
 

 
“This five-strong collective from Montréal brings the attitude of street dance, the 
athleticism of competitive skating, the atmosphere of theater and the passion of 
performance to a pure dance free-skate that’s exhilarating to watch.” 
—Debra Craine, The Times of London 
 
“One of those rare shows I could willingly have sat through all over again.” 
—Judith Mackrell, The Guardian   
 
 
LE PATIN LIBRE 
Vertical Influences 
 
Performances will take place at the MV Ice Arena in Oak Bluffs  
(next to the YMCA, opposite the MV Regional High School - see driving directions below) 
 
2 shows, Saturday, April 9, at 11am & 7pm 
 
Tickets: $15 General; $5 Children under 12  
SEATING IS LIMITED; Get your tickets now!  
 
 
The Yard brings the five-member Le Patin Libre to the Vineyard for their American 
debut, in what will launch a multi-year Yard commitment to this extraordinary 
Quebecois ensemble of pioneering skaters. After visiting them in Montreal in 2015, 
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Yard Artistic Director David R White said, “This is something extraordinary:  a new 
and exhilarating avenue of skate artistry that is light years away from competition 
judging and Disney dancing cartoons.  Rather than double axels and triple toe loops, 
the philosophical center of the ensemble’s research is the “glide.”  It provides the 
key to LPL’s fundamental question:  What is skating?” 

    
Vertical Influences is a contemporary ice skating double-bill, comprised of two 
short pieces: Vertical and Influences.  Free of the kitsch and sparkles that have 
come to characterize much of figure skating today, Vertical Influences gleams with 
novelty.  
 
Influences addresses themes of leadership, rivalry, individualism, bullying, and the 
potential for harmony within a group.  While Influences is watched from the side 
lines, Vertical brings audience members onto the ice for an up close and personal 
view: the five members of Le Patin Libre glide and fly through intricate, virtuosic 
choreography.  Together, Vertical and Influences highlight the experience of both 
individual and group, the joyous rush of the singular self and the undeniable 
strength of camaraderie.  
 
Developed over the course of two years, Vertical Influences began in a creation 
residency made possible by the Jerwood Project and Sadler’s Wells theater in 
London, UK, during which Le Patin Libre worked with dramaturge Ruth Little.  The 
production was completed in September 2014, during a second intensive creation 
residency with Little.  
 
ABOUT LE PATIN LIBRE  
 
Since its founding in 2005, Le Patin Libre has transformed ice skating into a 
mediator between sports fans and contemporary art lovers.  Alexandre Hamel, an 
international figure skating competitor looking for a means to challenge the aging 
stereotypes of the “On Ice” show business, founded the company with fellow ex 
figure skaters.  A renegade group from its inception, Le Patin Libre’s first 
performances took place beyond the traditional ice rink arena on frozen ponds 
during local winter carnivals near their home in Montréal.  Between 2010 and 
2013, the company further developed and honed their original form of 
contemporary ice skating through numerous research residencies and independent 
self-presentation projects across Europe.  Since 2014, the company has been 
touring Vertical Influences to prestigious artistic institutions around the globe, 
including Théâtre de la Ville de Paris, Sadler’s Wells, Dance Umbrella, among 
others.  Le Patin Libre was awarded the Total Theatre Award & The Place Award for 
Dance during the Edinburgh Festival in 2015 and are presently nominated in the 
category “Best Modern Choreography” for the National Dance Award in the United 
Kingdom.  
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Artistic Approach:  What started as a little spontaneous explosion is now refined into an 
intelligent artistic project.  “The new skating style” slowly became a new performance art 
form in its own right.  At the base of our work, there is one great question: “what is 
skating?”  Until now, our research projects always bring us back to the same thing: 
glide.  Glide is the possibility to imprint movement on immobile bodies.  It is the 
uniqueness of our dance.  It is the magic we play with, until it becomes a vertigo, for 
our own enjoyment and the one of our public.      
 
Driving Directions: 
  
Driving to the MV Ice Arena from Vineyard Haven Ferry Terminal 
Head south on Water Street.  Turn right onto Beach Street, and continue onto State 
Road.  Turn left onto Edgartown road, and continue for 2.3 miles.  At the traffic 
circle, continue straight onto Edgartown Vineyard Haven Road.  In .5 miles turn 
left, then the destination will be on the right.    
 
Driving to the MV Ice Arena from the Martha’s Vineyard Airport 
Head southwest on Airport Road.  Turn left onto Edgartown Road.  In .5 miles, turn 
left onto Barnes Road, and continue for 2.4 miles.  At the traffic circle, take the 1st 
exit onto Edgartown Vineyard Haven Road.  In .5 miles turn left, then the 
destination will be on the right.   
 
 
 
 
 
SEED.  GROW.  REAP.  REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE ARTIST.  
 
Mission:  The Yard supports artists in both their creative processes and social 
instrumentality through paid research residency, public performance, and long-
term educational and community engagement across all ages and diverse cultural 
populations of Martha’s Vineyard, and in broad application to New England and the 
nation.  
 
In so doing:  The Yard promotes creation, education, and community building 
through artistic practice—with a special emphasis on contemporary dance and 
related collaborative forms—in the defining rural/island environment of Martha’s 
Vineyard.   
 
The Yard acts, on behalf of its core commitments, as an active collaborator, co-
commissioner, and touring partner with other leading institutions across a 
regional/national/international context to raise up a “culture of cultures” ecology 
that reflects—and benefits—the demographic life and times of the island of 
Martha’s Vineyard and the country.  
 
### 
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David R. White 
Artistic Director & Executive Producer 
 
Alison Manning 
Executive Director & Co-Producer  
 
What Makes The Yard Possible:  
American Express 
Anonymous 
Barr Foundation 
Cronig’s Market 
Dr. Marianne Goldberg’s Pathways Projects Institute  
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation  
Doug Cramer 
Farm Neck Foundation  
Feldman Family Fund 
Ford Foundation  
Hugh Bush 
Sica/McMahon Foundation  
The Jerome Robbins Foundation  
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund  
Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council 
Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank  
Ms. Foundation for Women  
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network  
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Newman Assistance Fund 
Permanent Endowment for Martha’s Vineyard 
The Tower Foundation  
The Woolner/Nanon Family  
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