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CONTACT:  David R White 508-338-2019 
Alison Manning 646-696-1768 

Sofia Strempek (press inquiries) 415-572-7465 
Information, Tickets & Groups 508-645-9662 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE 
July 19, 2016  
 

“PUNSCHI” RETURNS!!! THE FLEA CIRCUS RETURNS!!! 
VERMONT’S SANDGLASS THEATER 
CREATES MAGIC WITH PUPPETS 

UNLIKE ANY YOU (OR YOUR CHILDREN) HAVE SEEN. 
 
“Punschi is pure joy!  This performance combines the exuberance and flair of 
European street theater with the sanctity of a family tradition passed down through 
generations.”  
—Roxie Myhru, Puppet Showplace Theater  
 
SANDGLASS THEATER, Punschi  
Saturday, August 6, 2016 at 11AM at The Yard  
Tickets: Pay What You Can (or Come for Free)  
Part of The Yard’s Family Friendly Matinee Series  
 
Two second generation performers and puppeteers present their children’s 
entertainment program, Punschi, featuring hand puppets, a miniature circus, and 
music that is fun for the whole family.  The performance consists of two pieces 
originally conceived by Ines Zeller Bass, Co-founder of Sandglass Theater, now 
performed by her daughters, Jana Zeller and Shoshana Bass. 

Fritzi’s Flea Circus welcomes audiences into a delightful world of circus feats, 
presented by a tiny flea with a big personality.  Experience Fritzi as the strong man, the 
high diver, and watch as he is shot out of a cannon into the audience.  Next enjoy a 
funny adventure with Kasper, beloved hand puppet hero of Germany, who is known for 
his stocking cap and audience-engaging humor.  Kasper packs to go on a journey, but 
before he can leave, a cow steals his suitcase.  With the help of his best friend, the 
endearing giant Augustin, Kasper sets off on a rollicking chase to reclaim his suitcase 
from the cow. 
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Shoshana and Jana proudly continue the tradition of their mother, inviting the power of 
imagination, play, and ear wiggling, scalp tickling, heart-warming fun. 

Funded in part by the New England States Touring program of the New England Foundation 
for the Arts, made possible with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts Regional 
Touring Program and the six New England state arts agencies. 

 

ABOUT SANDGLASS 
 
Vermont’s Sandglass Theater is driven by a dedication to artistic excellence in the 
productions of the core ensemble and by a spirit of inclusivity in the presentation of 
diverse guest artists and community events.  Sandglass is inspired by a love of 
puppetry and live performance, engagement with local and international community, 
and respect for audience.  The mission of Sandglass is to sustain an artist-driven 
theater with an emphasis on advancing the development of puppetry as a unique and 
unusual theater form that embodies the human experience.  Sandglass creates new 
work, engages in challenging collaborations, presents thought-provoking and 
responsible art, hosts other artists to promote the art of puppetry and expose our 
audiences to diverse styles and traditions, teaches process and traditions, and 
cultivates a fire to create and to keep on creating. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Shoshana Bass approaches her artistic life with a fierce conviction in the power of the 
creative act and its potential to transform, engage, and heal.  Having been raised in a 
traveling family of internationally acclaimed puppeteers, she has spent her life 
witnessing and in dialogue with artistic voices of diverse cultures, heritages, and 
perspectives.  She has training and experience in performative mediums ranging 
throughout dance, theater, and circus.  She is a graduate of Naropa University with an 
Interdisciplinary degree in performing arts, peace studies, and tai chi.  Shoshana has 
performed and choreographed in Poland, the Virgin Islands, Germany, and the United 
States.  In the last 5 years she was a full time company member of Frequent Flyers® 
Productions, the Salsako dance company.  She currently resides in Brattleboro, 
Vermont where she works as a freelance performer and choreographer.  She is co-
producer of the International Puppets in the Green Mountains festival and co-curator of 
the Winter Sunshine family series at Sandglass Theater. 

Jana Zeller grew up in a family of international puppeteers and started working as a 
designer, builder, and painter for the theater in her teens.  She was lucky to get her hands 
into oil painting when she was 16 and discovered a passion that would last for decades to 
come.  She trained as a painter in college and went on to study with her mentor in her 
native Munich, Germany.  She worked for years painting her own large-scale oil paintings 
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that most often depicted theatrical scenes.  As a set painter and designer she has worked 
for the theater, opera, TV, and the movies and has designed and built a wide range of 
puppets.  In 2001 she founded her own puppet company Spybird Theater and has since 
created and performed three full-length puppet shows for adults and numerous short form 
pieces.  She has collaborated with dancers, circus artists, and musicians.  Her work has 
been presented in the US, Canada, and Mexico.  For the past two years she has been 
touring with her sister, Shoshana Bass, presenting a cherished children’s puppet show that 
the two sisters inherited from their mother. 
 
Driving Directions:  
 
Driving to The Yard from Vineyard Haven 
Head south on Water Street toward Beach Road.  Take the 3rd right onto Beach Road.  
Continue onto State Road.  Turn right onto Middle Road.  Take the 2nd left into The Yard.  
 
Driving to The Yard from Edgartown 
Head southwest on Water Street toward Davis Lane.  Take your 2nd right onto Cooke Street.  
Turn left onto Edgartown West Tisbury Road.  Turn left onto State Road.  Continue onto 
South Road.  Make a left onto Middle Road.  Take the 2nd left into The Yard.  
 
Bus 
There is a public bus service on Martha’s Vineyard that connects to all of the towns on the 
island.  There is a bus stop just a short walk from The Yard in front of the Community 
Center, which runs every hour.  Fare is $1 per town, each way.  

SEED. GROW. REAP. REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE ARTIST.  

Mission:  The Yard supports artists in both their creative processes and social 
instrumentality through paid research residency, public performance, and long- term 
educational and community engagement across all ages and diverse cultural populations of 
Martha’s Vineyard, and in broad application to New England and the nation.  

In so doing: The Yard promotes creation, education, and community building through 
artistic practice—with a special emphasis on contemporary dance and related collaborative 
forms—in the defining rural/island environment of Martha’s Vineyard.  

The Yard acts, on behalf of its core commitments, as an active collaborator, co- 
commissioner, and touring partner with other leading institutions across a 
regional/national/international context to raise up a “culture of cultures” ecology that 
reflects—and benefits—the demographic life and times of the island of Martha’s Vineyard 
and the country.  

###  

David R. White 
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Artistic Director & Executive Producer 
 
Alison Manning  
Executive Director & Co-Producer  
 
Jesse Keller  
Director of Island Programs and Education & Co-Producer  
 
 
What Makes The Yard Possible:  
Our many individual members and donors, and:  
American Express Foundation 
Anonymous 
Barr Foundation 
Cape Air 
Cronig's Market  
CrossFit Martha's Vineyard 
Dr. Marianne Goldberg's Pathways  
Projects Institute 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Doug Cramer and Hugh Bush 
Farm Neck Foundation 
Feldman Family Fund 
Ford Foundation 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
The Mansion House Hotel 
Martha's Vineyard Cultural Council 
Martha's Vineyard Savings Bank 
Massachusetts Cultural Council  
Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund 
Oma Fund 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network  
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Newman Assistance Fund 
Permanent Endowment for Martha's Vineyard 
Sica/McMahon Foundation 
Tower Family Fund, Inc. 
Vineyard Bottled Waters 
The Woolner/Nanon Family  
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The 2016 YARD ARTS season is lovingly dedicated to Marianne Goldberg,  
the artistic guiding light and patron of the Pathways Project Institute.   

Our artists honor, through their creations, her all-embracing spirit that still dances on  
that ever-tilting horizon line between sea and sky.  OceA proudly endures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


