
 

 

BUNDLE UP AND BRING A WARM BLANKET! 
QUEBEC’S RENEGADE ICE SKATERS 

LE PATIN LIBRE  
(“THE LIBERATED SKATE”) 

RETURN TO THE  MV ICE ARENA 
BRINGING WINTER INTO SUMMER 

WITH THE AMERICAN PREMIERE OF “THRESHOLD”. 

FOR IMMEDIATE LISTING and RELEASE 
July 17, 2018 

“Threshold” 
Performances will take place:  
Friday, August 3, 2018 at 7pm 
Saturday, August 4, 2018 at 11am and 7pm 
Location: Martha’s Vineyard Ice Arena, 91 Edgartown Rd, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568 
Tickets: $75 premium seating / $25 adults / $15 seniors, students, and military /  
$5 children under 12  
Member and Behind the Counter discounts apply, except to premium tickets 
FREE Public Skate Party with DJ after Saturday evening performance  

“Accompanied by electronic beats and a lacing of melodic lyricism, they circle ‘round 
each other at astonishing speeds, and in even more astonishing slow motion. They bait 
each other, b-boy style, in risky shoulder and toe-spinning moves, they hunker down in 
hip-hop footwork or wheel into formations as high and free as flocking birds.”  
—Judith Mackrell, The Guardian 

“Sometimes they attack the ice like tap dancers, tumble like break dancers or rise on 
their toes with their blades digging into the surface. And when they glide — the troupe’s 
signature move — they hold themselves motionless as the blades carry them swiftly 
across the ice.” —Louisa Hufstader, Vineyard Gazette 

CONTACT: 
David R White 508-338-2019 

Alison Manning 646-696-1768  
Julie Rooney 419-889-8422



In association with the YMCA and the MV Ice Arena, The Yard brings back for a third 
island visit the remarkable team of post-modern skaters known as Le Patin Libre that 
brought down the house (er, arena) in their previous performances in 2016 and 2017. 
Figure skaters, hockey players, public free skaters, and the families of all (not to 
mention non-skaters) were electrified by the group of four men and one woman — 
Alexandre Hamel, Pascale Jodoin, Samory Ba, Jasmin Boivin, and Taylor Dilley —  
in creative collaboration. This, we thought, is definitely not your grandparents’ 
Icecapades. In Threshold, the company’s newest work (seen here in its American 
premiere!), the audience is split-seated on the ice at opposite ends of the rink, with the 
fluid glides and intricate patterns coming to and from the viewer. Jasmin Boivin does 
double duty as the composer for Threshold. 

Following the Saturday, August 4th 7 PM performance, there will be a  
Free Public Skate with members of the company, beginning around 8:30 PM. Skate 
rentals will be available at the Ice Arena. People who have attended earlier 
performances are welcome as well. 

A Skating Workshop open to all ages and levels and led by the company will take 
place at the Ice Arena on Thursday, August 2nd, from 10:30 AM to Noon. Contact The 
Yard office for further information at 508.645.9662.

Funded in part by the Expeditions program of the New England Foundation for the Arts, 
made possible with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, with additional 
support from the six New England state arts agencies. 

ABOUT THE COMPANY: 
Le Patin Libre was founded in 2005 by Alexandre Hamel, a retired professional 
figure skater and graduate of a fine arts university. The first performances were 
modestly offered on frozen ponds, during traditional winter carnivals organized by cities 
and villages in the Canadian province of Québec. After 10 years of work, the 
performance group grew into a mature company creating what many now describe as 
contemporary dance on ice. Support from many of the most respected dance 
institutions in the world (Dance Umbrella Festival, Sadler’s Wells, Théâtre de la Ville de 
Paris, Canada’s National Art Centre, etc.) enabled Le Patin Libre to develop its unique 
style, based on the amazing choreographic possibilities of glide. Glide allows the human 
body to move through space, while being liberated from walking, running, crawling, and 
other natural gestures. It is an impressive “magic” that creates a very unique vertigo for 
onlookers and performers alike. Le Patin Libre is very involved in its local Montreal 
community, where the artists generously organize many activities that transform ice 
rinks into vibrant community centers open to all and joyfully gather sports fans, general 
audiences, and artistic audiences. The company carries this exuberant community 
implication abroad with the help of their artistic presenters. Far from sparkles, 
stereotypes, and champions’ demos, the creations of Le Patin Libre propose real works 
of art exploiting the amazing choreographic and theatrical aspects of the glide. 



ABOUT THE FOUNDER: 
Alexandre Hamel began his training as a traditional figure skater. He went on to 
compete on the international circuit in which time he received the bronze medal at the 
Canadian Championship in 1998, cumulated 3 provincial champion titles, competed on 
the Junior Canadian National team, and won medals in Holland, Croatia, and the U.S. 
He also performed professionally for Disney On Ice. Eager to use his passion for 
skating outside the constraints of competition and “on ice” show business, he founded 
Le Patin Libre in 2005. Hamel actively directs the company while also performing and 
creating work. He is very committed to the importance of sharing contemporary 
performing arts with general audience. 

SEED. GROW. REAP. REPEAT: THE NATURE OF THE YARD. 
  
Mission:  
The Yard supports diverse, contemporary dance-makers and related artists in their 
creative processes through paid, creative residency, public performance, long-term 
education, and artist-driven civic engagement. We serve all ages and cultural 
populations on Martha´s Vineyard, and work collaboratively with artists, producers, and 
other cultural organizers within regional, national, and international contexts. 
  
### 
David R. White                                                          
Artistic Director & Executive Producer  
  
Alison Manning 
Executive Director & Co-Producer 
  
Jesse Keller Jason 
Director of Island Programs and Education & Co-Producer 

Chloe Jones and Holly Jones 
Associate Producers  
  
What Makes The Yard Possible: 
Our many individual members and donors, and: 
American Express Foundation 
Anonymous 
Barr Foundation 
The Boston Foundation 
Cronig’s Market 
Poss Family Foundation 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Farm Neck Foundation 
Feldman Family Fund 
Island Source 



The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
The Mansion House Hotel 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund 
Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council 
Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank 
Martha’s Vineyard Permanent Endowment 
Morning Glory Farm 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Performance Network 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Newman Assistance Fund 
Sica/McMahon Foundation 
Tower Family Fund, Inc. 
Vineyard Bottled Waters 
The Woolner/Nanon Family 


