
2022 Development and Marketing Internship

Organization Summary -

The Yard is a nonprofit creation and performance platform for local, national, and international artists, with a focus on
contemporary dance. Founded in 1973 by the late choreographer Patricia Nanon, The Yard provides paid space, time,
and resources for performing artists to create, perform, and engage with our community. We share these artists' work
publicly through presentations, workshops, and wide-ranging educational experiences for all ages. In recent years, we
developed the Making It curriculum, which consists of ten units designed to connect creative dance and movement to
curricular themes in school. Through these programs and more, we provide year-round opportunities for our community
to experience the arts.

Located on the island of Martha’s Vineyard, The Yard’s 2.6 acre campus is in the “up-island” rural town of Chilmark. Our
100-seat black box theater and open-air studio are operable in the summer months. Three residences also sit on the
property and serve as artist and staff housing. In the cold-weather months, we offer programs in various offsite locations,
ranging from performances at the 700-seat Martha’s Vineyard Performing Arts Center to libraries and community centers
across the island.

Our Mission –

The Yard supports diverse, contemporary dance-makers and related artists in their creative processes through paid
creative residency, public performance, long term education, and artist driven civic engagement. We serve all ages and
cultural populations on Martha’s Vineyard, and work collaboratively with artists, producers, and other cultural organizers
within regional, national, and international contexts.

For more information about The Yard, visit dancetheyard.org.

Position Summary -

The Development and Marketing Intern will learn the ins and outs of working in development, marketing, and

communications for a small nonprofit arts organization. They will support various elements of external communications,

including event marketing, audience building, donor cultivation and solicitation, and nonprofit storytelling, in addition to

supporting The Yard’s 2022 summer season at large. This is a full-time, temporary and paid position.

Dates: Monday, May 23 - Sunday, September 4, 2022 - must be available and on Martha’s Vineyard for the full 15 weeks;

travel and housing provided by The Yard (see below for details).

Primary Duties and Responsibilities -

- Draft fundraising and marketing materials, including press releases, solicitation letters, grant reports, and donor

acknowledgment letters

- Contribute to strategy on digital marketing and development campaigns

- Assist with design of email communications

- Assist with minor updates to The Yard’s Squarespace website



- Capture photographs of public programs using smart phone or The Yard’s DSLR camera for social media

- Help to secure in-kind donations and corporate sponsorships

- Collaborate on The Yard’s annual print fundraising appeal

- Other special projects as needed

Other Duties and Responsibilities:
The Yard has a small, dynamic staff and relies on cross-departmental collaboration. All positions are expected to routinely
contribute in areas outside of their primary focus to ensure successful programs and operations. Examples include but
are not limited to answering the office phone, picking up mail, selling tickets to performances, campus projects, running
errands, and providing support to artists-in-residence.

Skills and Qualifications -

- A passion for dance, performing arts, and arts education
- Strong verbal and written communication skills

- Ability to work both autonomously and collaboratively within a small organization
- Excellent customer service and external relation skills

- Cultural competency to work with individuals from diverse backgrounds and life experiences
- Proficient computer skills

- A valid driver’s license
- Experience with photography and social media content creation a plus
- Experience with website maintenance and updating a plus

Compensation & Benefits:
- $600/week for 15 weeks of summer season (May 23 - September 4, 2022)

- Rent-free housing on The Yard’s campus in a shared residence with other staff members

- Artistic opportunities including time in The Yard’s studio and theater, possible dance and yoga classes, and
performance opportunities TBD

- Farm share shared amongst staff from a local island farm and supplemental pantry items (pasta, rice, beans, etc.)
- One round-trip to and from Martha’s Vineyard at the beginning and end of the internship

Apply Today
To apply, email PDF versions of your cover letter, resume, one writing sample, and two references
to info@dancetheyard.org with subject line “Marketing and Development Internship”. Please name your PDF Files as
follows: “Your last name_Your first name_Cover Letter”, “Your last name_Your first name_Resume” etc.

There is no deadline to apply. Applications will be reviewed as they are received and positions filled on a rolling basis. We
anticipate commencing interviews in early February and filling the positions no later than April 1, 2022.

The Yard is working toward becoming a more anti-racist and equitable organization, which includes developing a work
environment that is reflective of the communities we serve. Applicants from all populations and underrepresented groups
are encouraged to apply. Strong candidates will work in alignment with The Yard’s mission, values, and commitment to
anti-racism.
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